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cism, Experience, the mere doing of things, was regarded as a
state of bondage, from which reason could set a man free.
Thus reason came to be placed above experience, the thinker
was exalted above the doer. Plato's famous statement that
kings should be philosophers or philosophers should be kings
is best understood as "a statement that rational intelligence, not
habit, appetite, impulse, and emotion, should regulate human
affairs." Aristotle again distinguished between theoretical and
practical knowledge, to the disadvantage of the latter. Theore-
tical knowledge he regarded as complete and demonstrative,
whereas practical or empirical knowledge is contingent and
particular, varying with accidental circumstances. This
estrangement between theory and practice, between the con-
templative and the active life, lasted on into modern times, and
has its modern counterpart in the preference shown for
theoretical studies in our schools and universities, and also in
the preference shown for black-coated occupations. The main
business of some people is to think, to reflect; and the main
business of other people is to do, to effect; and the latter
has been held to be an inferior sort of occupation. We met a
similar distinction in the previous chapter when we discussed the
idea of a liberal education.
The change    But this exaltation of theory above practice, and
wrought in     of the thinker above the doer, which began in
modern times   ancient times, and has lasted in some forms
down to our time, no longer remains unchal-
lenged.   The challenge has come chiefly from the modern
scientific spirit. Great as were the achievements of the Greeks,
there has here been a complete change from the Greek attitude.
"Even Greek mechanics remained a branch of geometry, not
available for the investigation and explanation of natural
events, because of the Greek contempt for manual work and
machinery."1 Modern science has changed all that, for expert
1 Dewey, An, "Theory" in Monroe's Cyclopaedia of Education.